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1. Overview of surveys
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What 
instrument?

Who? When? Unit of analysis Type of metric Aims Contributions #Responses

Survey 1V1 Researchers
SIE-representatives

Before Interview
After Interview

SIE-initiative subjective X X 53

Survey 1V2 Field-actors After Interview SIE-Field subjective X X 31

Survey 2 SIE-representatives After Interview SIE-initiative objective X 0

Survey 3 SIE-members After Interview SIE-member subjective X X 13
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2. Overview of aims and their types
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General Category Aims EU Goal Category
Cross-cutting improve quality of life

impact energy policy processes 
Economic reduce energy bill for consumers
Environmental reduce energy consumption Sustainability

reduce greenhouse gas emissions Sustainability
reduce impact on the environment

Socio-cultural improve the transfer of knowledge in the energy sector
improve social acceptance of renewable energy production
strengthen local community

Socio-economic increase local economic development Competitiveness/ social fairness
improve economic feasibility of renewable energy projects 
provide support for other energy-related initiatives or projects
increase trade of energy with neighbouring regions Interconnection

Socio-political increase independence of energy supplies
advocate for regional renewable energy projects

Socio-technical increase the production from renewable energy sources Sustainability
improve security of energy supply Security
increase energy efficiency Efficiency

Technical develop new renewable energy technologies Competitiveness/ innovation



2. Questionnaire
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Who? Field Country Aim Contri-
bution

Researcher

SIE-
representatives
Field-actors

3. Preliminary Results Survey 1
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Preliminary Conclusions: 

• SIEs contribute more to aims that are seen as
important

• Contribution to EU is lower than contribution
to SIE goals

• Importance score tends to be higher than
contribution score



3. Preliminary Results Survey 1
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Who? Field Country Aim Contri-
bution

Researcher

SIE-
representatives
Field-actors

Preliminary Conclusions: 

• SIEs contribute more to aims that are seen as
important

• Contribution to EU is lower than contribution
to SIE goals

• Importance score tends to be higher than
contribution score



Who? Field Country Aim Contri-
bution

Researcher

SIE-
representatives
Field-actors

3. Preliminary Results Survey 1
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Preliminary Conclusions: 

• Strong correlation between the score for some
of the aims

Ø Do they describe similar concepts?



Who? Field Country Aim Contri-
bution

Researcher

SIE-
representatives
Field-actors

3. Preliminary Results Survey 1
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Preliminary Conclusions: 

• Strong correlation between importance rating of 
participants and researchers

• Importance rating of participants tends to be
higher than that of researchers (in particular for 
SIE-goals)



Who? Field Country Aim Contri-
bution

Researcher

SIE-
representatives
Field-actors

3. Preliminary Results Survey 1
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Preliminary Conclusions: 

• Strong correlation between rating by different 
actors



Who? Field Country Aim Contri-
bution

Researcher

SIE-
representatives
Field-actors

3. Preliminary Results Survey 1v2
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Preliminary Conclusions: 

• The importance of different aims seems to
depend strongly on the fields that were analyzed



Who? Field Country Aim
Imp.

Contri-
bution

Researcher

SIE-
representatives
Field-actors

3. Preliminary Results Survey 1
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Preliminary Conclusions: 

• Increase of aim importance by 1 point, increases the 
contribution by <1 point

• Researchers and participants assume higher
contribution than field-actors

• French and Dutch respondents are most pessimistic; 
Germans most optimistic (Subject to unobserved variable bias, as

investigated fields depend on country)

• SIEs achieve higher contribution for their own aims



4. Next steps and todos
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• Create list of all interviewed SIE-initiatives, including their: name, country, SIE-field… and other relevant „codes“ 
from WP2 and WP3 interviews?

Ø Repeat bivariate calculations using average ratings per individual SIE, 

Ø Include SIE_fields in the regression

Ø 2 stage regression of: aim importance -> contribution

• Run some more robustness checks

• Collect (and evaluate) more responses (until 31st March 2021)



4. Project Timeline
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When? Where? What is done? Who is in charge?
November 1st 2020 Via Email Start sending invitations for WP6 survey 03 (surveys 01 and 02 are already 

running)
WP3 Researchers

WP2 Researchers

31st December 2020 Online Deadline for survey responses to be used in preliminary analysis. WP3 Researchers

December 2020 to January 
2021

- Preliminary goal alignment analysis WP6 Researchers

20th -23rd January 2021 Disentis/ Online conference Discuss preliminary results of the goal alignment analysis and the 
evaluation scheme the conference in Disentis (or online).

WP6 Researchers

31st March 2021 Online Deadline for survey responses to be used in final analysis. WP3 Researchers

May 14th 2021 Via Email Circulate goal alignment analysis (D24) for review WP6 Researchers

May 28th 2021 Via Email Submit review comments for goal alignment analysis (D24) WP6 Reviewers(?)

June 11th 2021 Via Email Submit revise goal alignment analysis (D24) WP6 Researchers

July 1st 2021 Via Email Circulate results of evaluation scheme (D25) for review WP6 Researchers

July XX, 2021 TBC Discuss results of goal alignment and evaluation scheme at Sonnet 
workshop

WP6 Researchers

August 2021 Via Email Submit revised results of evaluation scheme (D25) WP6 Researchers
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